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The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood argues that,
despite their differences, Sartre and Ricœur have a similar goal. While they are both anti-essentialists, they
nevertheless advocate for the notions of selfhood and autonomy. Autonomy, for them, is the end result of an
aesthetic path. An identity, at the individual or collective level, is created by weaving together contingent
threads of the given. In other words, identity is a narrative construct. The first two chapters focus on the
respective methods of Sartre and Ricœur. Despite their different emphases, Farhang Erfani argues that they
have a similar dialectical method, between the situation and our ability to surpass it for Sartre, and between
sedimentation and innovation for Ricœur. The third chapter brings them together and shows how they can
complement each other in building a narrative identity at the individual level; Ricœur is helpful in
appreciating Sartrean notions of bad faith and authenticity. The fourth and final chapter turns to collective
identity; Erfani argues that Ricœur's notions of ideology and utopia are better complemented with Sartrean
political ethics. Erfani advocates for a Sartrean model of "Dark Utopianism" that overcomes the limits of
Ricœur's political philosophy. Reading Sartre and Ricœur together provides for a balanced approach to the
question of autonomy that at once pays due attention to the weight of the situation and the past, while
opening up the space for change, innovation, and progress. The conclusion, accordingly, applies this thesis to
the question of globalization.

Both Sartre and Ricœur scholars will be eager to explore and debate the original synthesis presented in The
Aesthetics of Autonomy. It also makes contributions to hermeneutics, post-War French philosophy, and
philosophy of religion. Finally, given its emphases on politics and aesthetics, the book also places itself
within arguments of political theory and literary theory.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Davis:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Aesthetics of
Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood. All type of book are you able to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Doris Rice:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on
Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kelly Blow:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation,
Authenticity, and Selfhood it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book possesses high quality.

Barbera Champ:

The book untitled The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and
Selfhood contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language
is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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