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Shane K. Bernard' s Teche examines this legendary waterway of the American Deep South. Bernard delves
into the bayou’ s geologic formation as a vestige of the Mississippi and Red Rivers, its prehistoric Native
American occupation, and its colonial settlement by French, Spanish, and, eventually, Anglo-American
pioneers. He surveys the coming of indigo, cotton, and sugar; steam-powered sugar mills and riverboats; and
the brutal institution of slavery. He also examines the impact of the Civil War on the Teche, depicting the
running battles up and down the bayou and the sporadic gunboat duels, when ironclads clashed in the narrow
confines of the dark, sluggish river.

Describing the misery of the postbellum era, Bernard reveals how epic floods, yellow fever, racial violence,
and widespread poverty disrupted the lives of those who resided under the sprawling, moss-draped live oaks
lining the Teche' s banks. Further, he chronicles the slow decline of the bayou, as the coming of the railroad,
automobiles, and highways reduced its value as a means of travel. Finally, he considers modern efforts to
redesign the Teche using dams, locks, levees, and other water-control measures. He examines the recent push
to clean and revitalize the bayou after years of desecration by litter, pollutants, and invasive species.
Ilustrated with historic images and numerous maps, this book will be required reading for anyone seeking
the colorful history of Louisiana and the Gulf Coast.

As abonus, the second part of the book describes Bernard's own canoe journey down the Teche's 125-mile
course. This modern personal account from the field reveals the current state of the bayou and the
remarkable people who still live along its banks.
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From reader reviews:
Katherine Sherrer:

This Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most Famous Bayou (America's Third Coast Series) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read alot
of information you will get. This Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most Famous Bayou (Americas Third
Coast Series) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most Famous Bayou (Americas Third
Coast Series) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most
Famous Bayou (America's Third Coast Series) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

James Bergeron:

The guide untitled Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most Famous Bayou (Americas Third Coast Series) is
the e-book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did alot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most
Famous Bayou (America's Third Coast Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Patricia Cockrell:

Typically the book Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most Famous Bayou (America's Third Coast Series) has
alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can abtain the point easily after scanning this book.

James Bouchard:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Teche: A History of Louisiana's Most Famous Bayou (America's Third Coast
Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.
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