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In the last decades of the 17th century, the feast of Christmasin Lutheran Germany underwent a major
transformation when theologians and local governments waged an early modern "war on Christmas,"
discouraging riotous pageants and carnivalesque ritualsin favor of more personal and internalized
expressions of piety. Christmasrituals, such asthe "Heilig Christ" plays and the rocking of the child
(Kindelwiegen) were abolished, and Christian devotion focused increasingly on the metaphor of a birth of
Christ in the human heart. John Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio, composed in 1734, both reflects this
new piety and conveys the composer's experience living through this tumult during his own childhood and
early career.

Markus Rathey's book is the first thorough study of this popular masterpiece in English. While giving a
comprehensive overview of the Christmas Oratorio as a whole, the book focuses on two themesin
particular: the cultural and theological understanding of Christmas in Bach's time and the compositional
process that led Bach from the earliest concepts to the completed piece. The cultural and religious context of
the oratorio provides the backdrop for Rathey's detailed analysis of the composition, in which he explores
Bach's compositional practices, for example, his reuse and parodies of movements that had originally been
composed for secular cantatas. The book analyzes Bach's original score and sheds new light on the way Bach
wrote the piece, how he shaped musical themes, and how he revised hisinitial ideasinto the final
composition.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Drake:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
s0. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you alot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

M oses Bean:

The reserve untitled Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did alot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Johann Sebastian Bach's
Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Robert Cox:

Precisely why? Because this Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Cultureisan
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So, still want to delay having that book? If | were you | will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Tracy Brown:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas
Oratorio: Music, Theology, Cultureis simpleto create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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