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The spectacular growth in the 1970s and 1980s of the Marxist literature on politics and the state in capitalist
society was hailed at the time as cumulative proof of Marxism's success in producing an effective theory of
the political superstructure. More generally, it was seen as confirmation of the health and vigor of Marxist
theory. Axel van den Berg questions both of these claims. Through comprehensive analysis of Marxist
thought on bourgeois politics and the state, from that produced by Marx himself on, van den Berg radically
challenges the viahility of adistinctly Marxist theory of the state and of recent Marxist theorizing in general.

In an exhaustive review of the literature, van den Berg shows that neo-Marxist theories are, for the most part,
not empirically testable. To the extent that it is possible to draw any empirical implications from these
theories at al, such implications are virtually indistinguishable from those of "bourgeois’ theories. Van den
Berg proceeds to lay bare the contradiction at the heart of Marxist theory in general: it presupposes the
viability and desirability of some ideal socialist society yet its "anti-utopian” insistence that al criticisms of
capitalism must rest on foundations immanent in capitalism itself prohibits any open discussion of such a
utopia. Now available in paperback, thisis afundamental work for political and socia theorists.

"Thiswork is brilliant in its polemical courage, its originality, and its detailed and revealing examination of
texts. Van den Berg demonstrates that postwar Marxist political theory and sociology is not only vague and
contradictory but that it actually makes critical concessions to the bourgeois thought' it claims to surpass.
Appearing in the midst of afar-reaching reconsideration of the Marxism project in Europe, this volume
crystallizes these issues for North American social science..."--Jeffrey Alexander, University of California,
Los Angeles.

"Van den Berg has made a mgjor contribution to the long overdue relegation of Marxism to the museum of
nineteenth-century ideological antiquities."--Dennis Wrong, Contemporary Sociol ogy.

Axel van den Berg is a Dutch-Canadian professor of sociology at McGill University in Montreal. His most
recent work is The Social Sciences and Rationality.
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From reader reviews:
LewisLin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Immanent
Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You
aready know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Patricia Whitmore:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extratime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guarderia until university need this The Immanent Utopia: From
Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism to read.

GayelLewis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Immanent Utopia:
From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State
to the State of Marxismis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired alot
of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so al of people can easily to know the core of
this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Debra Davin:

The book untitled The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism contain alot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice go through.
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