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The acquisition of self-knowledge is often described as one of the main goals of philosophical inquiry. At the
same time, some sort of self-knowledge is often regarded as a necessary condition of our being a human
agent or human subject. Thus self-knowledge is taken to constitute both the beginning and the end of
humans' search for wisdom, and as such it is intricately bound up with the very idea of philosophy. Not
surprisingly therefore, the Delphic injunction 'Know thyself' has fascinated philosophers of different times,
backgrounds, and tempers.

But how can we make sense of this imperative? What is self-knowledge and how is it achieved? What are the
structural features that distinguish self-knowledge from other types of knowledge? What role do external,
second- and third-personal, sources of knowledge play in the acquisition of self-knowledge? How can we
account for the moral impact ascribed to self-knowledge? Is it just a form of anthropological knowledge that
allows agents to act in accordance with their aims? Or, does self-knowledge ultimately ennoble the self of
the subjects having it? Finally, is self-knowledge, or its completion, a goal that may be reached at all?

The book addresses these questions in fifteen chapters covering approaches of many philosophers from Plato
and Aristotle to Edmund Husserl or Elisabeth Anscombe. The short reflections inserted between the chapters
show that the search for self-knowledge is an important theme in literature, poetry, painting and self-
portraiture from Homer.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Self-Knowledge: A History (OXFORD
PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important some sort of book Self-Knowledge: A History (OXFORD
PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Douglas Anderson:

This book untitled Self-Knowledge: A History (OXFORD PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your
list.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Self-Knowledge: A History (OXFORD
PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Charlsie Sprouse:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Self-Knowledge: A History (OXFORD PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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