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Most of the works of St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) have been extant and studied for centuries by
Christians throughout the world. Since this Doctor of the Western Church has long been the best known and
most widely read of the Latin Fathers, it is so much more unexpected that a previously unknown work should
be found. Johannes Divjak found not only a single work but in fact a whole collection of letters, which he
published in a critical Latin edition in 1980.

This volume contains the first English translation of these newly discovered letters. The letters range in size
from short memoranda to long treatises on various subjects. In addition, there are three other previously
unknown letters: two written to Augustine by Consentius, a North African rhetorician, and one written by
Saint Jerome to Aurelius of Carthage.

These letters, taken as a whole, present a vivid and fascinating view of life in North Africa at the beginning
of the fifth century. In addition to the comments about ecclesiastical and episcopal affairs, there are also
letters on various threats to peace and security common in this period of the late empire, on slavery and the
growth of the slave trade, and on Roman involvement in African affairs, both ecclesiastical and civil.

There are letters dealing with moral questions and pastoral problems, in both marriage and the family, as
well as in larger areas of doctrine and discipline in the Church. The conflict resulting from the end of the
Donatist schism becomes clearer, as does the refrain of desperation stemming from an inadequate supply of
clergy for parishes needing to be served. A large number of these letters illustrate the day-to-day worries of a
fifth century North African bishop: clerical scandals, Church finances, people seeking sanctuary in a church
(and the ensuing problems with the civil authorities), and disputed episcopal succession.

Until the time as scholars agree on a numbering system that will integrate these letters into a previously
known corpus of Augustinian letters, they are numbered 1*-29*, with the asterick added to distinguish them
from letters 1-29 of the traditional body of letters.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stand than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Fathers of
the Church : Saint Augustine : Letters, Volume 6 (1-29) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Cynthia Campbell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Fathers of the Church
: Saint Augustine : Letters, Volume 6 (1-29) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Fathers of the Church : Saint Augustine : Letters, Volume 6
(1-29)is a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Jose Coleman:

Often the book Fathers of the Church : Saint Augustine : Letters, Volume 6 (1-29) has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Cleora Yarbro:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fathers of the Church : Saint
Augustine : Letters, Volume 6 (1-29) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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