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Radio "shock jocks," Super Bow! entertainment, music videos, and internet spam?all of these topicsinspire
passionate disagreements about whether and how to regulate sexually explicit material. But even in the midst
of heated debate, most people agree that children should be shielded from exposure to pornographic images.
Why are children the focal point of debates over sexually explicit material? And how did a culture rooted in
Puritanism and Victorianism become saturated with sex?

In Against Obscenity, Leigh Ann Wheeler offers new answers to these questions through a study of women's
anti-obscenity activism from 1873 to 1935. This period saw the emergence of an increasingly sexualized
popular culture comprised of burlesque shows, risqué vaudeville acts, and indecent motion pictures. It also
witnessed the enfranchisement of women. These momentous cultural and political devel opments come
together in a story about middle- and upper-class women who mobilized against lewd public amusements
and, simultaneously, challenged the men whose work as activists, jurors, and even law enforcement officials,
had defined and regulated obscenity for several decades.

By the 1920s, women who led the anti-obscenity movement enjoyed the support of millions of American
women and the attention of presidents, congressmen, and Hollywood moguls. Today we livein aworld
profoundly shaped by their work but largely ignorant of their influence. Using primary sources as intimate as
private correspondence and as formal as meeting minutes, Against Obscenity tells the story of these all but
forgotten women, exploring their passionate disagreements over whether to ban a touring stage show, close a
local burlesque theater, disseminate explicit sex education pamphlets, or create afederal agency to regulate
Hollywood films. It shows that the rise and fall of women's anti-obscenity |eadership shaped American
attitudes toward and regulation of sexually explicit material even asit charted a new erain women's politics.
In the end, the book argues that essentialist identity politics divided and ultimately disarmed women's anti-
obscenity reform, hel ping us understand the curiously muted impact of woman suffrage. It also cautions
against framing debates over sexual material narrowly in terms of harm to children while highlighting the
dangers of surrendering discourse about sexuality to the commercial realm.
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From reader reviews:
Annie Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly aways change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It isagood choicein your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Against Obscenity:
Reform and the Politics of Womanhood in America, 1873-1935 (Reconfiguring American Political History)
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wishinthisera

Whitney Martinez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Against Obscenity: Reform and the Palitics of
Womanhood in America, 1873-1935 (Reconfiguring American Political History) iskind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joshua Smith:

This book untitled Against Obscenity: Reform and the Politics of Womanhood in America, 1873-1935
(Reconfiguring American Political History) to be one of several books that will best seller in thisyear, that's
because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy that book
in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this book from your list.

Richard Osteen:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Against Obscenity: Reform and the Politics of Womanhood in America, 1873-1935
(Reconfiguring American Political History), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.
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