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Shortly before she pushed her infant daughter headfirst into a bucket of water and fastened the lid, Annie
Cherry warmed the pail because, as she later explained to a police officer, "It would have been cruel to put
her in cold water." Afterwards, this mother sat down and poured herself a cup of tea. At Cherry’s trial at the
Old Bailey in 1877, Henry Charlton Bastian, physician to the National Hospital for the Paralyzed and
Epileptic, focused his testimony on her preternatural calm following the drowning. Like many other late
Victorian medical men, Bastian believed that the mother’s act and her subsequent behavior indicated
homicidal mania, a novel species of madness that challenged the law’s criterion for assigning criminal
culpability.

How did Dr. Bastian and his cohort of London’s physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries—originally known
as "mad-doctors"—arrive at such an innovative diagnosis, and how did they defend it in court? Mad-Doctors
in the Dock is a sophisticated exploration of the history of the insanity defense in the English courtroom from
the middle of the eighteenth century to the early twentieth century. Joel Peter Eigen examines courtroom
testimony offered in nearly 1,000 insanity trials, transporting us into the world of psychiatric diagnosis and
criminal justice. The first comprehensive account of how medical insight and folk psychology met in the
courtroom, this book makes clear the tragedy of the crimes, the spectacle of the trials, and the consequences
of the diagnosis for the emerging field of forensic psychiatry.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

The book Mad-Doctors in the Dock can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the good thing like a book Mad-Doctors in the Dock? A number of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Mad-Doctors in the Dock has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

George Clark:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Mad-Doctors in the Dock.

Sidney Robertson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is definitely Mad-Doctors in the Dock.

Gretchen Clark:

This Mad-Doctors in the Dock is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Mad-Doctors in the Dock
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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