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Bullfighting has long been perceived as an antiquated, barbarous legacy from Spain's medieval past. In fact,
many of that country's best poets, philosophers, and intellectuals have accepted the corrida as the
embodiment of Spain's rejection of the modern world. In his brilliant new interpretation of bullfighting,
Adrian Shubert maintains that this view is both the product of myth and a complete misunderstanding of the
real roots of the contemporary bullfight.
While references to a form of bullfighting date back to the Poem of the Cid (1040), the modern bullfight did
not emerge until the early 18th century. And when it did emerge, it was far from being an archaic remnant of
the past--it was a precursor of the 20th-century mass leisure industry. Indeed, before today's multimillion-
dollar athletes with wide-spread commercial appeal, there was Francisco Romero, born in 1700, whose
unique form of bullfighting netted him unprecedented fame and wealth, and Manuel Rodriguez Manolete,
hailed as Spain's greatest matador by the New York Times after a fatal goring in 1947. The bullfight was
replete with promoters, agents, journalists, and, of course, hugely-paid bullfighters who were exploited to
promote wine, cigarettes, and other products. Shubert analyzes the business of the sport, and explores the
bullfighters' world: their social and geographic origins, careers, and social status. Here also are surprising
revelations about the sport, such as the presence of women bullfighters--and the larger gender issues that this
provoked. From the political use of bullfighting in royal and imperial pageants to the nationalistic "great
patriotic bullfights" of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this is both a fascinating portrait of bullfighting
and a vivid recreation of two centuries of Spanish history.
Based on extensive research and engagingly written, Death and Money in the Afternoon vividly examines the
evolution of Spanish culture and society through the prism of one of the West's first--and perhaps its most
spectacular--spectator sports.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hale:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Death and Money in The Afternoon: A History of
the Spanish Bullfight it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book offers high quality.

Jacob Hill:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Death
and Money in The Afternoon: A History of the Spanish Bullfight the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get previous to. The Death and Money in The Afternoon: A History of the Spanish
Bullfight giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Juan Jensen:

This Death and Money in The Afternoon: A History of the Spanish Bullfight is great book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Death and Money in The Afternoon: A History of the Spanish Bullfight in your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Gerardo Roney:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their



pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Death and Money in The Afternoon: A History of the Spanish Bullfight
can make you experience more interested to read.
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